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EIGHTY-TWO WO YEARS OLD 


tae B. PEGG’S FRIENDS GATHER 
TO HELP CELESRATE 


A PIONEER RESIDENT HERE 
| 


| Hoc? of His Neighbors and Acquains | 
tances Gather at His Home | 
| and Do Him Honor. 


| On the r. inst., 'a few friends ps- 


sembled at the home of Mr. A. B. Pegg 
to celebrate his d2nd birthday. Those 
present were the Rey. J. W. Walker and 
wife of the First M. E. church; Rev, A. 
M. Couchman and wife of Prairieton; 
Mr. R. H. Alexander and family, Mrs, 
Sam Patton and children, j 

Mr, Pegg was one of the carly sett! ers | 
of Vigo county. He was born in North} 
Carolina, in 182], and came to this, 
state with his parents when but 8 years jį 
ot age. They settled near Indianapolis, | 
but in 1836, on arising to young man: | 
hood, he came to this county, and set- 
cd in Lost Creek township, and learned 
anil worked at the cooper’s trade. In | 
1842 he married a Miss Eva Ann Brown, | 
and in 1858 bought the farm on Fruit | 
Ridge avenue, where he has ever since | 
lived. in 1860 he erected his present 
dwelling, a beautiful country residence, 
Which overlooks the city and this beau. 
tiful fertile valley as the garden of the | 
Daro. For many years he successfully 
engaged in horticulture, ond was a} 
prominent factor in the agricultural and | 
sovial development of this comnwinji v 


(a Shp ose the 
: ote rae unqualified 
Barista characte sently, he | 
“Was a strong man ove and physic- | 
“ally and turned everything he touched | 
to good account, but time and age bring 
their berearements, infirmities. and ad-. 
Fersities, and he was not an oer 
‘fo the Tule; ini trying to asajst hid friends 
in business, he became involved ‘for 
others and in late years Jost a vast sum 
of money, By some. awful incurable 
malady he Jost his eyesight. ` Paralysis 
has greatly impeded his speech, and he 
is now unable to walk, but by the as- 
sistance of others. With it all, Od has 
heen good* to*him.: He enters: into -his 
fifth score of years surrounded. by loving 
friends and is’ well-kept and, cared. for, 
his good ‘wife ministering ‘to his every 
need as the guardian angel that sbe is. 
, On the I4th of June they: i a a 
uarterty 1 eting ‘toget t Mount 
| Beneni and spent t a’ plea ant aay with 
th heir friends. = -F et 
= He has always terna ud and chart 
table man, his “home ulwaya open to the 
preacher and hig hand outstretched 40° 
the needy and benovolent with bis incana 
Toward worthy individuals or institu- 
tions. He contributed some $600 toward . 
the construction and debt of Sugar Grove | 
M. E. church, where he' and bis wife 
hold. theip menibership and regularly at- | 
tend. May he, live y yet to many happy | 
genre, is ‘the wish of his many friends.. 
REFS n R A COPRIEND. 


-AHL EA2OLG 


g — 
ADP EFT 


2 G 


eer Made Fortune in Vinegar Business 


egg Rose From Humble Start as Laborer to Leading Figure in 
Bat Farm Circles of Vigo County 


B. 


d eym Selected His Wife. 

The next chapter in Mr. Pegg’s 
career had best be told in his own 
words. 

“A man by the name’ of John E. 
Di own,” said Mr. Pegg, “came from 
Ohio into this settlement east of 
the city of Terre Haute about the 


RS. PANSY M. GLEASON.} 
Selling cider vinegar at 40 cents | 

t gallon for 40 years brought to Mr. | 
ind Mrs. Alfred B. Pegg of Vigo 
County a comfortahle living, in- | 
ghumerable friends and the respect | 
of all the community. At one time, 

; |Air. Pegg worked in Terre Haute at } 
the cooper trade for 35 cents aj 


sume time I came here. Mr. Brown 
-N 
3 He and his wife lived on a 


had with him three very nice, 
grown daughters, and one of these 
J selected for a wife—providing I 
could get her. Eva Anne Prown, 
the girl of my choice, became my 
wife a few years later on the 
twenty-ninth day of December. 
1842.” 

Mrs. Pegg lived with her people 
during that Winter while her hus- 
band continued to work in Terre 
Tiaute at Mr. Casto’s cooper shop. 


lay. 
dollar it month, eating mostly mush 
Sond milk. Corn meal was cheap | 
and by caring for a neighbor's cow, 
they got milk free. i 
Although Mr. Pegg had oniy six 
Weeks’ education and started with 
capital, yet he buit himself a 
arcat orehard. In Vigo County, i 
ick in TREO -thore wires oe much 
ile for fruit so Mr. Pegs used the] 

BE yples to make cider Vinegar and: 
ame made hundreds of barrels of 


Sisk 
i 
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tg 
EAN of Terre Haute and people for 
Biles aronnd used the cider vinegar | 

om the Pegg farm. i 
in North Carolina. 

Pegg hovhood 

‘kine in adventure ar diversion. | 
Mack in 12h the same year that 
dndge Moody Chamberlain came to 
Teme Maute, there was born in 

E sorib Carolina of Quaker par- 
potage, the Daby, Alfred B. Pegg. 
mother died in his infaney and 
father passed away before he 

s six years old. The futher had 
married his first wife's sister, so 

stepmother-uunt took charge 

tr this little boy until he was nine 

s of age. She then gave him 

pio one of his uncles who was pre- 
wring to start West to the State 
ee Indiana, 

They landed in the upper part of ; 

lorgan County in April, 1831, near! 
Oe bills where at that time there | 
Was plenty of game, They had ta | 
depend upon game for their meat | 

Bowhich fur the first year was most- 
Iy deer and turkey. Tt was not un- 

Susuat in the Pall of the vear for a 
man to go out in the morning and 
kil a deer before breakfast. 

And wild turkeys were fn abun- 
dance, All wild game got very fat in 
the Fall of the year. Turkeys would 
fly to the tons of the highest trees 
to roost and hunters would go to 

f their roosts before it was light and 
| shoot the biggest ones. Many a big 9 
fat gobbler would burst in falling 
to the ground. Turkey breasts and 
deer hams dried formed the meat | 
ment ot the early settler for the 
first year. : 

Crops Were Hard Hit. 

Cold and wet was the Summer of | 

183!. In that part of the state no 
f corn was raised that could be used 
fos seed for the next year. On horse 

hack the citizens had to go down 
tu the Ohio River the next year for 
seed corn 


Born 


Adre was not 
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This eight-square house in East 


t Upon the arrival of Spring, how- 
i ever. Mr. Pegg went out into the 


Poplar Street Road, known as the 


round house, was built about 1855 by A. B. Pegg. 


A. B. PEGG. 


Mr. Pegg's uncle moved up into 
Hendrieks County in the Fall of 
1832 and entered u piece of land two 
miles south of a little town called 
Bellville, on the National Road. In 
the heavy timbered land, they set: 
to work to make a farm. A man! 
was hired to cut off one acre smooth, ; 
"pon which to build a house and 
ciher Duilding. In the following 
Spring they deadened timber on 
lund, enough to make a fair sized 
little farm. 

Those carly settlers would deaden 
their timber only in the month o 
June when the sap was the highest. 
Their theory was that timber would 
die and rot more quickly when 
deadened in June than in an 
other time 
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MRS. A. B. PEGG. 
aan Re coe i 
Until he was 16 years of age, 
Mr. Pegg stayed with his uncle, 
helping clear the farm and doing, 
other farm work. At that age he 
came to Vigo County where he 
made his residence the remainder 


iof his life. 


Six miles east of Terre Haute in 
the National Road, Alfred Pegg 
landed and commenced working for 
a man by the name of Clark Moore. 
Mr. Moore had a contract with the| 
United States government for work 
on the National Road and this was 
the last work done by the govern- 
ment on that road. This road be- 
ing completed, Mr. Pegg learned 
the cooper trade and worked first 
‘or Mr. Moore and later for J. S. 
Casto who owned a large cooper 
shop In Tere Haute. 


country to spend some time with 
his wife and her family. He was 
poor, having in the Spring, after 
Sstitling up with Mr. Casto, only $70, 
With this he planned to furnish a 
house. 

Yes. Mr. Pegg was poor, but he 
wás not ashamed of his poverty, 
nor ashamed to let it be know 
thal he was poor. To him, for ¢ 
young man to be poor was no 
disgrace. but to’ remain poor, that 
was different. He was a man of 
honesty. honor and ambition», THe 
was frank, industrious and pro- 
gressive. Mr. Alfred Pegg was a 
man who might find himself at the 
bottom of a ladder, but who never 
would be satisfied until he had 
climbed to the ‘top. 

Made Own Furniture. 

Being a mechanic, Mr. Pegg set 
to work to make his own furniture. 
He bought a little lumber and some 
seantlings with which to make his 
household furnishings. He made 
two old-styled cord bedsteads, a 
square table ahd a corner cupboard. 
He bought one set of splint bottom 
chairs at 25 cents a piece. He 
bought a skillet, bake-oven and 
teakettle and was about ready to 
go to housekeeping, 

In the meantime, Mr. Brown, the 
father-in-law. moved out onto the 
Gloomington Road. now more gen- 
erally known as East Poplar Street 
Road, on a farm six miles east of 
the city, the farm that Mr. Pegg 
afterward bought. 

Learning that the farm was 
owned by a man named Ransom 
Miller and that it was for sale, Mr. 
Pegg went to Terre Haute and 
called on Mr. Miller. He was asked 
if he lived out in that neighborhood. | 

“I told him I did,” said Mr. Pegg, 


T Christmas or 


| 


ust married that 
tart in tħe world, would like to 
ave that farm but hadn't a dolar 
n the world to pay for it. und no 
me to go my security. There were 
160 acres of land and Mr. Miller 
yanted $800 for it. He looked me 
ap and down. then said, ‘T will sell 
Mhat farm to you. take your notes 
or $200 per year and give you a 
bond for a deed. ” 
No Down Payment. 


That same afternoon the papers 
Divere drawn up. Mr. Pegg gave Mr. 
his notes end in turn accept- 

ad the bond for the deed. With 
his deed tucked sate way in his 
ocket Mr. Pegg went proudiy 


1 came home my folks 
at me for what they called 
remarked Mr. Pegg. “T 
ad enough timber on tke place to 
nake the first payment, but it was 
_standing in big trees. T had no 
oole with which to work. F went 
fo the hardware merchant, S. M. 
with whom T had a slight 
gequaintance, told him what I had 
‘undertaken, told him I wanted some 
mony to pay for 
“After talking a little while with 
ne. S. H. Potter 1 could have 
Sinything out of his store to the 
“Amount of $25, and pay for it by 
as soon afterwards as 
could. I bought a cross cut saw, 
en ax and some other things and 
Went home ready for work.” 


True to his principles, Mi. Pegg 
aid for his farm, every dollar ac- 
to contract, and made a 
besides. For 15 vears Mr 
Pegs lived on that place, 

g it every vear as well as 
faithfully at the cooper 


Built Unusual House. 


During that time Mr. Pegg him- 
elf built an octagon house, the firs: 
use bhe ever built. This old oc- 
ov eight-square house, as it 
calied, was erected about 75 
y ago: it still stands where it 
as buil. out in the Mast Poplar 
treet Reo J and in the neighbor- 

is known av the “round 


Valentine & Co. who 
| purchased it in 1917 from Clarence 
Freeman, coal operator. Many | 
cattle and hogs are raised and fat- | 
tened at this farm. These in turn | 
provide meat for the tables in 
Many Terre Haute homes. Several 
large modern barns and sheds were 
built at this farm about four years 
ago, but the little eight-square 
house stands as it has for almost 
four score years. 

This quaint little old building has 
eight sides, 2 window in each side 
and contains six rooms, The tio | 
central rooms are large and almost ! 
square. At each end of the large 
rooms is a small flve-sided room. i 
In recent years, a porch has been | 
attached to the east side of the | 
house. With the exception of the! 
remnants of two or three ever-! 
greens. all the fine old forest trees 
which were growin there when 
this house was built. have dropped 
away, 


at Pi . 
A this society, 


Started Fruit Business. 


Mr. Pegg sald this Round House 
Farm te Henry Nelson for $30 itn 
acre, and bought 80 acres of tand 
of Chauncey Rose. This farm, 
located on Fruitridge avenue, to- 
| sether with 33 more acres adjoining 
lon the south. purchased from Wil- 
\liam D. Ladd, became the home of 
Mr. and Mrs, Pegg as long as they 
lived. At once Mr. Pegg engaged in 
the nursery business and fruit! 
growing. 

It was at this farm on Fruitridge ; 
avenue that Mr. Pegge’s great or- 
chards of apples and other fruits 
were the pride of the entire com- 
munity. One neighbor says that 
when he was a boy, he went along 
the road und could see red streaks 
duwn the fields. These were rows 
of ripe strawberr And the 
flowers on that farm were a joy to 
everyone: j 

But it was the vinegar that made 
this farm popular. Everyone liked 
the B. Pegg cider vinegar, and 
eve ne used it and returned for 
more. ame price and same quality 
all through the years placed this 
| family in comfortable circumstances. 
And the high “principles of Mr. 
Pegge’s early life carried into his 
business throughout the years 
gained for him the respect and love 
of his fellowmen., 

} Mr. and Mrs. Pegg were very ut- | 
ie membe of the Terre Flaute 


Horticultural Society organized in| 
11865. {fle was one of the charter 
| members, was the first vice presi- 
{dent and later is elected treas- 
jurer f 12 consecutive years. | 
| Won Prizes at Exhibit. 


At the first exhibition held hy | 
May 31, 1865. A. B| 
d the best exbibit of | 
while in the isplay of 
cut flowers, he stood second only to 
| Heinl Brothers. 
Always interested in civic and 
! community affairs, Mr. Pegg filled 
the unexpired term of Benjamin | 
| McKeen as county commissioner. 
| He was elected county real estate | 
appraiser in 1862 by a majority of 
more than 900 votes. He favored , 
broad roads and sufficient taxation. 
From the beginning of the or-, 
ganization, he was a trustee of 
Rose Orphans Home and held the} 
position until his death. The last | 
work in business he did was to at- } 
tend a hoard meeting of this ore} 
ganization. į 
Mr. Pegg was married twice. his 
second wife being Miss Ella Briggs. | 
ster of the late Herbert Briggs. | 
All his property, amounting to $24,- | 
v00. he left to his wife with the 
request that when she had no 
further need of it. she place it 
where it would do someone good. 
Later when Mrs. Pegg became the 
Í wite of the Rev. Riley Halstead, 
she had no further need of thé 
Pegg estate. To the $24,000 was 
added more than one-half its own 
amount by the Rev. Mr. Halstead. 
This entire sum was then donated 
to DePauw University, where it is 
known as the “Ella Pegg Halstead 
permanent endowment fund.” 
Reviewing Mr. Pegg's life of in- 
tegrity, ambition and publie spirit. 
calls to mind the words recently 
spoken by a Vigo County citizen: 
“A man does not have to be 
famous to be great. The Creator 
i endows every man with the realities 
of life. Fevery man has his own 
life to live out. whether in a hig and 
crowded city or on a country farm. 
One who has lived honestly and 
well, who has reared his family to 
become good citizens, who has pro- 
vided them with comfort and an 
education, has been a successful 
man.” 


— 
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cow, they got milk free. 


Alfred Pegg’s boyhood was 
not lacking in adventure or 
diversion. Back in 1821 he was 
born to Quaker parents in 
North Carolina. His mother 
died when he 
was an infant, 
and his father 
died before 
Alfred was six 
years old. The 
father had 
married his 
first wife’s 
sister, so this ¢ 
s te p mother- 
aunt took 
charge of this 
little boy until 
he was nine 
years of age. She then gave 
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By DOROTHY J. CLARK 


him to one of his uncles who 
was preparing to start West to 
the State of Indiana. 

They landed in the upper 
part of Morgan County in April 
1831, near the hills where at 
that time there was plenty of 
game. They had to depend 
upon game for thcir meat, 
mostly deer and turkey, dur- 
ing their first year. It was 
not unusual in the Fall of the 


į year for a man to go out in 
: the morning and kill a deer 


before breakfast. 

Wild turkeys were in abun- 
dance. All wild game got very 
fat in the fall of the year. 
Turkeys would fly to the tops 
of the highest trees to roost 


Cider finega Lucrative 


stak sA E7 


Business for Pioneers” 


Selling cider vinegar at 40 cents a gallon for 40 years,brought to Mr. and 
Mrs. Alfred B. Pegg of Vigo County a comfortabk 
the respect of all the community. At one time, } 
the copper trade for 35 cents a day. He and his Wife lived on a dollar a month, 
eating mostly mush and milk. Corn meal was cheap and by caring for a neighbor’s 


living, innumerable friends and 
. Pegg worked in Terre Haute at 


Although Mr. Pegg had only six weeks’ education and started with no capital, 
he built himself a great orchard. In Vigo county, back in 1860, there was not much 
sale for fruit so Pegg used the apples to make cider vinegar and he made hun- 
dreds of barrels of it. All of Terre Haute and for miles around used the cider 
vinegar from the Pegg farm. 


and hunters would go to their 
Toosts before it was daylight 
and shoot the biggest ones. 
Many a big fat gobbler would 
burst in falling to the ground. 
Turkey breasts and deer hams 
dried formed the meat menu 
of the carly settler for the 
first year. 

The summer of 1831 was 
cold and wet, and in that part 
of the state no corn was 
raised that could be used as 
seed for the next year. The 
settlers had to go down to 
the Ohio River on horseback 
for next year’s seed corn. 


Carve Out Farm 


Pegg’s uncle moved up into 
Hendricks County in the fall 
of 1832 and entered a piece 
of land two miles south of the 
little town of Bellville on the 
National Road. They set to 
work to carve out a farm 
in that heavily timbered land. 
They hired a man to cut off 
one acre smooth upon which 
to build a house and barns. 
In the following spring they 
deadened timber on enough 
land to make a fair sized 
little farm. 

Those early settlers would 
deaden their timber only in 
the month of June when tle? 
Sap was the highest. Their 
theory was that timber would 
die and rot more quickly 
when deadened in June than 
in any other time. 

Alfred Pegg stayed with his 
uncle until he was 16 years 
of age. He came to Vigo 
County where he was to live 
the remainder of his life. Six 
miles east of Terre Haute on 
the National Road, Alfred 
Pegg began working for the 
man who had the last con- 
tract for work on the Na- 
tional Road, a Mr. 
Moore. After the road was 
completed, he learned the 
copper trade and continued 
working for Mr. Moore and 
later for J. S. Casto who 
owned a large copper shop 
in Terre Haute. 


Clark. 


On December 29, 1842, Al- 
fred Pegg married Eva Anne 
Brown, one of the chree 
daughters of John E. Brown 
who had come to the little 
settlement east of Terre 
Haute from Ohio about the 
same time Pegg had arrived 


here. 4 
Mrs. Pegg lived with her 
parents during chat winter 


while her husband continued 
to work in Terre Haute at 
Mr. Casto’s copper shop. In 
the spring with only 70 dol- 
lars to his name, Mr. Pegg 


decided to make his own fur- 
He made two old- 


niture. 


styled cord bedsteads, a 
Square table and a corner 
cupboard. He bought one set 
of splint bottom chairs at 25 
cents a piece. He bought a 
skillet, bake-oven and tea 
kettle and was about ready 
to go to housekeeping. 
Meanwhile the Brown fam- 
ily moved out on the Bloom- 
ington Road, now East Pop- 
lar St.. six miles east, the 
farm that Mr, Pegg after- 
ward bought. The lived on 
the farm for 15 years im- 
proving every year and work- 
ing at the copper trade as 
well. During that time Mr. 
Pegg himself built an octa- 
gon house, the first house he 
ever built. Built with eight 
sides it became known as the 


“round house.” 
The Round House Farm 
was later owned by Valentine 


& Co. who bought it in 1917 


from Clarence Freeman, coal 
operator. Many cattle and 
hogs were raised and fattened 
at this farm. Mr. Pegg sold 
the farm to Henry Nelson for 
$30 an acre and bought 80 
acres of land from Chauncey 
Rose. This farm located on 
Fruitridge Ave., together with 
33 more acres adjoining on 
the south, purchased from 
William D. Ladd, became the 
home of the Peggs as long 
as they lived. At once Mr. 
Pegg engaged in the nursery 
business and fruit growing. 
His orchards of apples and 
other fruits became the pride 
of the community. 
Poplar Cider Vinegar 

But it was the vinegar that 
made this farm popular. 
Everyone liked the A. B. 
Pegg cider vinegar, and 
everyone used it and returned 
for more. The same price and 
the same quality made the 
product desirable and depend- 
able, 


Mr. and Mrs. Pegg were 
very active members of the 
Terre Haute Horticultural So- 
ciety organized in 1865. He 
was one of the charter mem- 
bers, was the first vice presi- 
dent and later was elected 
treasurer for 12 consecutive 
years, 

At the first exhibition held 
by this society, May 31, 1865, 
Pegg had the best exhibit of 
cherries, while in the display 


of cut flowers he stood sec- ‘ 


only to Heinly Brothers. 
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Always interested in civic 
and community affairs, Pegg 
filled the unexpired term of 
Benjamin McKeen as county 
commissioner. He was elected 
county real estate appraiser 
in 1862, From its beginning 
he was a trustee of Rose 
Orphans Home and held the 
position until his death. = 

Pegg married twice, his 
second wife being Miss Ella 
Briggs, sister of the late Her- 
bert Bri 1l his property, 

namli o $24,000, he left 
ma is wife with the request 

that when she had no further 
need of it, she place it where 
” it would do someone good. 


Later when Mrs. Pegg be- 
came the wife of the Rev. 
Riley Halstead, she had no 
further need of the Pegg es- 
tate. To the $24,000 was 
added more than one-half its 
own amount by the Rev. Hal- 
stead. This entire sum was 
then donated to DePauw Uni- | 
versity where it is known as 
the “Ella Pegg Halstead per- 
manent endowment fund.” 


It was said of Mr. Pegg 
that a man does not have to 
be famous to be great. The 
Creator endows every man 
with the realities of life. 
Every man has his own life 
to live out, whether in a big 
and crowded city or on a 
country farm. One who has 
lived honestly and well, who 
has reared his family to be- 
come good citizens, who has 
provided them with comfort 
and an education, has been 
a successful man. 


